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Govt releases <120cr to
states, UTs for AMRUT

STATESMAN MEWS BERVICE
Haw Delhl, 4 August

The Ministry of Urban
‘ Development has released
about Rs120 crore to states
and Union Territories for
* preparationof servicelevel
improvement plans (SLIIY)
foreach of the 482 cities iden-

Hiedunder the Atal Mission -

for Bejuvenation and Urban
Transformation (AMRUT).

+ In the first tranche of

fands under the Atal Mis-
sion, each Mission city hds
been given an advance assis-
tance of Rz 251akh forprepa:
ration of SLIE

Under AMRUT, the pri-
mary purpose istocoverall -

urban households with
* water supply and sewerage
before taling up other pro-

g jects related to storm water’

draing, urban transportand

“provision of public-and

Ereen spaces.

The SLIP for each select-
edcity ortown should iden-
tify the gaps inprovisionof
water supply and sewerage
connections and draw Gp
detailed plans for bridging
the gaps. This plansshould
also, intlude strategiesfor
roasource mobilisation
including for operationand
maintenance costs and plan
for implementation of
reforms. All the city level
SLIPs will be aggregated
intd state annual action
plan which will be sent to
the Ministry of Urban Devel-
opment forapproval. Mad-
husudan Prasad, Urban
Development Secretary has
written to all the Chief Sec-
retaries urging them to send
state anmual action pkms at
the earliest, :
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Rs 120 cr. for urbaﬁ i:enewél plan

Mehboob Jeelani

—

 NEW DELHI: A new phase of In-

dia’s urban renewal began on
Tuesdaywith thé Union Urban
Development Ministry: an-

nouncing the releaseof Rs. 120

crore to the States and Unlon
Territories, fis part of the Atel

| Mission for Rejuvenation and
| Urban ‘Pransformation (AM-

| RUT), the money will be di-
| rectly transferred ~  to
municipal councils - nation-
wide, sumething that is hap-
pening for the first time-in
Indiz's urban governance.

The Ministry has identified
482 cities, and each will re-
ceive fis. 25 lakh to pinpoint
Flaws {in the existing ervice
providing mechanisms such as
water supply and sewerage)
“and come up with salutions.

Unlike the UFA govern-
ment's Jawaharlal Mehro Na-
tinnal TUrban Fenewal Mission
(INNURM) that allowed the
State governments to take mu-
nicipal-level decisions, AM-

BUT claims to "empower” the
elty councils, encouraging the
Mayors to roll out plans that
generate the interest of private
developers to invest in public
infrastructure — if that hap-
pens, the BIP government will

| sisceeed in marking the begin-
ting of what the Ministry has

dubbed

federalism®.
- Al the city-level plans will
be “aggregated into State An-
nual Action Plans” and then

. “conperative

. gent to the Ministry for final

approval, The Ministry is apti-
mistic about AMRUT, believ-
ing that the "new thinking will
fix the urban blight”. Several
NITI Asyog members are ad-
vocating strong  public-pri-
vate-partnerships 3
arguing that It will help the
government achieve its goal of
“inclusive growth”, |

Dhuring the three-day semi-
nar [nternational Conference
oh Sustainable and Inclusive
Urhan Development in India
hnstedb;iheﬁl‘l‘lﬁmghare

on August 3. a majority of
speakers gtressed the need for
minimal government inter-
ventlon in the delivery of pub-
ljc servicas.

Sindhushree Khullar, CEOQ
of MIT] Aayog, explained the

significance of tying up with

prh-'arecmnpmjgsmbuﬂdcity
infrastrocture, '.

After criticising the °FF
1L07af the UPA time, Ms, Khul-

far argued that her institution.

was_wnrkingbuward"'PPPz,u,”r
ensuring that its version

be better than the previous
one: "It [FPF] is a comtract”

M=, Khullar said. “But the en-

forcement of the mutual obll-
gations in the contract is the
area where the frust element
enters; theraisacertaindegree
of mistrast on both sides, so
FPE 2.01s under discussion 0
look at the contractual and
concessional elements.”  ©
The 482 cities where this
::_&Wappmachﬂfuthmismudll
be adopted are towns with a
population of ahove one lakh,

Uttar Pradesh will get a bigger
share of 60 cities, followed by
West Bengal (55), Maharash-
tra (43), Madhya Pradesh (32)
and Tamil Nadu, Gujarat and.
AF (31 eath), Rajasthan (28),
Yarnataka (27), Bihwr (26),
Haryana (20), Punjab (16), Te-
langana (11), Chhattisgarh and
- (disha (B each), Kerala and
. Jharkhand (7 each), Uttarak-
hand (8), Assam &nd Delhi (2
each); J&K (3), Nagaland and
Puducherry (2 each), Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands, Are-
nachal ‘Pradesh, Chandigarh,
Dadar and Nagar Haveli, Da-
man & Din, Goa, Himachal .
Pradesh, Lakshadweep, Mani-
pur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Sk~
kim arid Tripura (1 eack).

Under AMRUT, the five-
year (entral assistznce of
Rs.50, 000 erore will be one-
third of the project cost for ci-
ties with a population of above
10 lalkh and 50 per cent of pro-
ject cost for cities and towns
with a population of below 10
lakh,
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Rs 120 cr released for Amrut

i Development on Tues- been given an advance assis-

crore to states and Union preparaing the action plan.
Territories for preparing Under Amrut, the primary

Service Level Improvement EUI‘DD&E is to eover all urban ¥
Flans {(SLIPs) for 482 cities wouseholds with water sup- 1

Mission for Rejuvenation”  septage before taking up
and Urban Transformation  other projects related to
{Ammt), DHNS reports storm-water drains, wrban |
from New Delhi. transport and provision of

“In the first release of public and green spaces.




